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Abstract: In this presentation I plan to present three nested models for L1-education research, which we applied 

and apply and further develop in our research team. The models focus respectively on task processes (and their 

contexts), learning processes (and their contexts) and professional development. I will demonstrate these models 

for writing with some bits of literary text reading processes. The three models relate to three assumptions (more 

about the models: http://www.rtle.nl/how.html)  

1. We need to know what happens cognitively and emotionally in learners when they read and write: L1-

education focus on supporting learners to improve these processes: knowledge about processes. Since 1980 we 

know quite a lot about writing processes, I will provide a condensed overview.  

2. We need to know how we can support learners to improve these processes: knowledge about effective 

learning and instruction. Since Hillocks meta-analysis (1986) and the more recent reviews by Graham and 

colleagues, we know quite a lot about what works. I will provide five instructional design principles from the 

literature and our studies.   

3. We need to know under what conditions effective instruction works in practice. In this respect we study the 

relation between teachers practices, their knowledge, beliefs and skills from a study in which we implemented a 

new comprehensive writing instruction program in the upper grades of primary education.  
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